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FOSTER CARE GUIDELINES

Welcome... and thank you for participating in our Foster Program.

The Humane Society of Grove and Grand Lake (HSGGL) is in constant need of individuals or families who are willing to open their homes and hearts to provide a safe, loving and nurturing environment for its rescued dogs and cats.  Although the HSGGL maintains ownership of the animals, foster parents are responsible for the health and well being of the foster animals in their care.  Foster parenting for a homeless animal is an extremely rewarding experience.  

In an effort to ensure the success of the program and safety of our precious animals, we have written some important Guidelines with the best of intentions toward the welfare of the animals in foster care.

General Guidelines:

· All foster parents must fill out a Foster Parent Application/Contract.  A HSGGL staff member or volunteer will schedule a home visit and provide foster care orientation prior to approval of the application.  

· All foster animals remain the responsibility and possession of HSGGL until formally adopted.  A foster animal may not be transferred to a new guardian or foster home without approval of HSGGL.  The foster animal shall be returned to HSGGL upon request, or if the foster parent/family is not able to adequately care for the animal.  Should the foster parent/family want to adopt the foster animal entrusted in their care, the HSGGL shelter manager shall be contacted to initiate your adoption request.

· Foster dog(s) MUST be on a leash or enclosed within a fence adequate for the animal or in a home at all times.  Foster cats MUST be kept indoors at all times but not in a cage.

· All personal pets at home MUST be spayed or neutered and currently vaccinated.  Foster families are limited to four dogs and/or cats including personal pets.

· When the foster animal is ready for adoption, he/she may be brought back to the HSGGL for placement.  All adoptive placements will be made through the HSGGL and are subject to the same guidelines as any other adoption, and all fees apply.  Foster animals may be adopted directly from a foster home; therefore, foster parents are encouraged to assist in the placement process of their foster animals. 

· The HSGGL will be responsible for all medical needs and treatment for the foster pet.  The HSGGL will work with the foster parent on a case-by-case basis to determine additional supplies necessary to care for the foster pet.

· Other than in cases of extreme emergency, the HSGGL must approve all veterinary visits.  The foster parent must coordinate with the HSGGL shelter manager where the foster animals will receive such medical care.  If the foster animal will need spay/neuter surgical procedure while in the foster parent's care, the HSGGL shall make such surgical procedure arrangements.  The foster parent will be required to transport the foster animal to and from the veterinarian and practice good follow-up care.

· If the foster parent/family will be leaving on vacation or on an extended trip out of town while caring for a foster animal,  HSGGL shall be informed as early as possible prior to departure.  This will allow HSGGL to find the most suitable temporary accommodations or approve a pet sitter prior to your departure.

· While the foster animal is in foster care, the HSGGL may visit  the foster parent/family from time to time to check on the animal's progress and address any concerns.  Additionally, it is critical that foster parents keep HSGGL informed of the current status of the foster animal if there are any immediate issues or concerns.

· The HSGGL will from time to time participate in off-site local festivals and events where shelter dogs will be showcased for adoption.  Foster parents will be asked to bring foster dogs that are ready for adoption to such events and remain available to handle the animal and answer questions from the public about the animal.  Off-site adoption events cause too much stress for cats, but for shelter adoption events, the foster parent may be asked to bring a cat that may be ready for adoption to such event.  Without adoption visibility, it is more difficult to locate “forever” homes for foster animals that are not living at the shelter.  

· Like many shelter animals, your foster dog may not be house trained or may chew on furniture, clothing, or other objects.  Your foster cat may not be litter trained or may scratch on furniture, clothing or other objects.  As a foster parent/family, you will be responsible for teaching the foster animal how to be a lovable, loyal and well-behaved family pet.  The HSGGL shall not be held responsible for damage to personal property.

Special Need Dogs Are:

· Medical – recovering dogs whose injuries or illnesses require that they receive more attentive and personalized care than the shelter can provide

· Behavioral – dogs with mild behavioral issues, such as unsociability, separation anxiety, shyness, or excitability, who require behavior modification

· Postnatal – Recovering mother and unweaned puppies who often require bottle feeding and very gentle care

Special Need Cats Are:

· Mothers with nursing kittens

· Bottle-fed kittens (very time-intensive)

· Weaned kittens (eating on their own)

· Under socialized feral kittens

· Recovering cats that may be injured, ill, or geriatric and in need of medications

We recommend that foster parents of “Special Need” foster animals be kept isolated from their  personal companion animals.  A separate room or enclosed area with no carpet works best for this type of special needs foster care situation.

Caring for the Foster Animal

Your Foster Dog Getting Acquainted with Other Dogs

· Take precautions while you are getting to know the dog's personality, especially when he/she is around other animals and children.  Introduce them to one another slowly, ALWAYS using a leash.  Never leave the foster dog alone with children, cats, small pets, or other dogs during this time.

· Introduce your dog(s) to the foster dog on neutral territory, not in your home.  If possible, walk them together before bringing the foster dog into the home.  Otherwise, let them meet through a screen door, baby gate or something similar.  Keep the foster dog on a short leash close to your side.  Bring your dogs out on leashes one at a time.

· Keep the atmosphere calm and do not let your pets rush up to the new dog.

· Observe the reaction of the new dog and of your own dogs.  Watch for signs of aggression and/or dominance.

· Once they have sniffed and greeted each other, take them around your property and into the house.  If all pets are behaving well with each other, you may remove the leashes, but continue to monitor and supervise.  DO NOT not leave dogs unattended together until you are 100% confident that they are getting along well.

Introducing the Foster Dog to your Cats

· Introduce the foster dog to your cat indoors with the animal leashed.

· Hold the leash tightly in your hand.

· Leave the cat on the floor and walk toward the cat slowly.

· If the dog pulls or lunges, give a sharp pull on the leash and firmly say, “NO!”  Correct the foster dog every time it shows interest in the cat.  If you observe any signs you may feel are a threat to either animal, please inform the HSGGL shelter manager immediately.

The Initial Adjustment

· Crate the foster dog and ignore it for 24 – 48 hours (longer if it is not socialized).  It needs time to adjust to its new surroundings.  Potty and return it to its crate.  An X-pen around the crate is handy as the foster dog can then choose to come out when it feels comfortable.

· Crating the dog when you leave the home is a requirement.  It will ensure the dog's safety, give your dogs a break and also protect your home from accidents and/or destructiveness.  At night, the dog should be crated or kept in a secure place.

· Be very cautious when taking the dog off of your property.  Until the dog has bonded with you, it is very likely to bolt at the first opportunity.   Provide a secure collar that the dog cannot slip out of.  If the dog does happen to break free, try to approach it as calmly and nonchalantly as possible.  Rushing up to the dog will only make it run away.  LET HSGGL KNOW IMMEDIATELY IF YOU LOSE POSSESSION OF THE DOG. 

· Be cautious when exposing the foster dog to children that are not in your household and to strangers.  In most cases, HSGGL does not know the dog's history, and we cannot predict how it will react in all situations.   Be aware that, if the dog bites, even if through fear, it may have to be euthanized.  Don't put your foster dog in a situation that will cost him his/her life.

Feeding

If you have other dogs, feed your foster dog in a crate.  Please do not over feed the dog.  An overweight dog has a shorter lifespan and more health risks.

House training

Potty the foster dog outside on a leash or in a restricted area until it has adjusted to the new surroundings and you feel comfortable that it will come into the home when called.  Don't assume the foster dog is house trained—changes in homes and families are stressful for the dog and it may “forget” or need some time to adjust to your routine.  Praise the foster dog when it does its business outside.

Interacting with the Foster Dog

· Do not reach over the dog's head to pet it as it may perceive this to be a threat.  Instead, pet the dog under the chin.

· If the foster dog is shy or fearful, don't make direct eye contact or stare.  Again, the foster dog may consider this to be a threat.

· Do not pick up a foster dog that doesn't know you very well!  This is a good way to get nipped.

· Teach the foster dog basic manners--”sit”, “down”, “leave it”, “wait (don't allow the dog to bolt out the front door ahead of you), “stay”, “quiet”, and how to walk on a leash.  Good manners help the foster dog become more adoptable!

· Discourage the foster dog from getting on the furniture and on your bed.  You may enjoy it, but the new adopter may not.  You need to assist the foster dog in becoming more adoptable.  In addition, this provides a clear signal to the foster dog and to your own dog(s) that the foster dog has a lower status in the pack.  This is reassuring to your own dog(s) and also to the foster dog who is trying to figure how he fits in.

Medications

Unless prescribed by a HSGGL approved veterinarian, do not administer any over the counter or otherwise obtained medications to the foster animal.  Most foster animals have a low tolerance to many foreign substances and may have serious side effects.  If you know of a natural remedy that you would like to use to help the foster dog in a situation, please contact the HSGGL shelter manager before administering the medication.  Also know that certain pesticides are lethal to animals.  In the case that you need  to use one for ticks or other outdoor pests, please contact the HSGGL shelter manager.  Some of the foster animals may have already been treated for fleas and ticks and any additional treatments could prove harmful to the animal.

Insurance

We encourage you to enjoy your foster dog and socialize him/her as you would your own dog.  If your foster dog inflicts injury on another dog or person, your home owner's insurance policy may cover you under the liability portion of your policy.    Check with your insurance company to find out how and when such protection can be extended.  HSGGL does not carry insurance to cover liability protection under a foster care program.  Most importantly, be sure that everyone treats your foster dog with respect to prevent this situation from ever happening.

Swimming Pools

Most breeds do not swim and because they have very little body fat, they do not float!  You must take precautions in introducing the foster dog to your swimming pool.  Do it gently and slowly.  You need to give them the understanding that it is not a solid walking surface.  Once they realize that, they will more than likely stay way.  However, that is not a reason to leave the dog unattended near the pool.  The foster dog can easily walk too close to the pool and be bumped or slip near the edge and fall in. 

Need Help?

If the foster animal isn't working out for any reason, contact the HSGGL shelter manager immediately.  You are not a failure—the foster dog or cat just isn't the right match for your home.

The HSGGL provides counseling, especially during the initial adjustment.  We are here to help you, so if something isn't working ASK FOR HELP!

Foster Care Program Contact Information:

Lorri McPherson, Shelter Manager

918-786-7630 (office)

918-786-2767 (home)

417-396-6280 (cell)

hsgrove@att.net

Lori Skelley-Follis, President/Board of Directors

918-786-4699 (home)

918-801-6834 (cell)

918-786-4569 (fax)

ljsf@sbcglobal.net

Linda Miller, Vice-President/Board of Directors

918-787-5387 (home)

918-801-5079 (cell)


lindalea1960@att.net

Marion Metcalf, Secretary/Board of Directors

918-786-8600 (home)

918-519-6352 (cell)

cmetcalf@groveemail.com

  Veterinarians

Southwest City Veterinarian Clinic

417-762-5500, 816 N. Main St., Southwest City, MO 64863

Vinita Vet Center

Dr. Jimmie Ownbey

918-256-7567, 819 North Wilson Street, Vinita, OK 74301

Grove Small Animal Hospital

918-786-6135, 9621 Hwy 59N, Grove, OK  74344

